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On 19th of September 2017, Hafiz Jamali will don the national colours 
representing Malaysia at the KL2017 ParaSea Games, competing alongside 
athletes from around the region. This is the remarkable story of Muhammad 
Hafiz Jamali, a UniKL MFI student, who lost an arm in an accident, but rose 
to achieve what some of us can only dream off. This is the story of a boy 
who refused to let other people decide what is impossible for him.

Hafiz Jamali is the eldest son from 6 siblings born to a pair of teachers 
from Mentakab, Pahang.  Hafiz was 7 years old when his family 
relocated to Sungai Besar, Selangor. Ever since young, Hafiz has 
always demonstrated keen interest in sports and led an active 
lifestyle. He has gone on to represent his school in rugby and played 
many other sports out of pure passion and love for the outdoors.

After completing high school, the soft spoken young man went 
on to continue his tertiary education via the TVET route 
(GIATMARA - ILP – ADTEC - UniKL). He registered himself 
into Kuala Lumpur Industrial Training Institute (ILP Kuala 
Lumpur) for a mechanical maintenance programme. Hafiz, 
was living a normal life, with his own dreams and 
aspirations - until tragedy struck one fateful day.

“I could still remember that day very well,” he 
reminisces. “I was already in my final year at ILP. 
I was on my way to college that morning to hand 
over my clearance form and other related 
documents before beginning my industrial 
training the following day. I was riding my 
motorcycle with another friend as a pillion rider. I 
somehow fell asleep while riding on the highway, 
and it happened within a split second. The next 
moment, I woke up lying by the roadside with a 
broken helmet, torn clothes and bruises all over my 
body.”

“My wrist felt numb, the sensation was as though the tingling 
feeling one gets after lying on your arm for a certain time. Upon 
checking, my left hand was not there anymore. It was severed at the 
wrist due to the impact. I could only shake my head in disbelieve. 
My friend, who suffered a broken arm and dislocated elbow, broke 
down upon seeing my condition.”

“Strangely there was no pain at the severed part, just that 
tingling feeling. It might be because of the way my hand 
detached instantly from the impact. I was rushed to the 
hospital, but unfortunately it was too late for me. My arm 
was already infected and turning black. The doctors had to 
amputate my arm just below my shoulder in order to save 
my life.” Hafiz was instructed to rest and recover before he 
could return to college and complete his education.



It took him an extra 7 months to complete his 
ILP training, after which he continued his 

Diploma at ADTEC, Melaka.  At 
ADTEC, he rekindled his interest in 

sports after beginning to play 
badminton with his normal 
friends using his able hand.

He later joined UniKL MFI and 
continued his Bachelors in 
Engineering Technology 
majoring in Mechatronics. At 
MFI, he started to familiarise 
himself with sports like duathlon 
and triathlon, having been 
influenced by friends. From there, 

he went on to discover his new 
found love for bicycles and 

cycling. He started participating in 
cycling events throughout the country, 

riding along able bodied cyclists in varsity 
meets and open events. He also gathered 
like-minded friends at MFI and formed a 
cycling group to ride to places like Port 
Dickson, Bentong and even Melaka during 

weekends or holidays. One of his proudest 
accomplishments was completing a 15 day 

cycling event around Peninsular Malaysia 
called “Kayuhan Trans 1 Malaysia” organised 
by the National Heart Institute and Universiti 
Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) to collect funds.

In most cases, the physical and psychological 
scar after such an ordeal and the thought of not 
having an arm for the rest of your life could lead 
to post traumatic disorder and depression, but 
not for Hafiz. He took his fate by the chin and 
braved through his new condition by learning 
and adapting to his surroundings. “Being a 
disabled cyclist poses its own challenges. For 
instance a disabled cyclist needs a different 
technical and mechanical bicycle configuration 
compared to a normal rider, and modifying can 
be very expensive. Balancing a bicycle with one 
hand is also an issue, especially if you are riding 
downhill or hit a bump. I have fallen over many 
times and got injured, but normally I will just get 
up and dust myself off.”He started making 
friends and build networks with folks who share 
similar interest from all around the country.  

“In Malaysia, most cycling events, if not all are open 
events. There are no, or at least that I know off, cycling 
events specifically for disabled athletes. But this is not an 
issue as there are quite a sizable number of disabled 
cyclists joining these types of events and along the way I 
met and befriended a few national para athletes as well.”

“We shared stories, tips and experiences, and this got me 
interested in taking my passion to the next level. Under 
normal circumstances, sporting talents are spotted in 
open events and national level sports meet. But for 
para-athletes, there are not many competitions 
specifically for us to compete and show our talents. So I 
asked them about the national para-athlete programme 
and they connected me to the National Sports Council’s 
(NSC) Liaison Officer for Para-Games.”

“After speaking to the officer, I was told that my name has 
been on their radar for almost two years! Apparently they 
have been following my progress through the various 
cycling events I have competed in. This truly surprised 
me! The officer asked whether if I would be interested in 
representing the country, to which I replied YES without 
any hesitation. A week later I received a letter from NSC 
asking me to join the centralised training for KL 2017 Para 
ASEAN Games. The rest as they say, is history. It was all 
surreal at first. But I thank Allah for this opportunity.”

“When I first began cycling, I received quite a number of 
cynical looks from people. Some questioned my passion 
while others were not convinced about my ability and 
thought that I might slow them down during our cycling 
outings. Nevertheless, I proved them wrong on many 
occasions, even outpacing them at some instances. So 
my advice to those out there, no matter what you do, 
regardless of your ability or disability, do not doubt 
yourself. I never doubted my abilities, nor did I let others 
set the limits for me. You set your own limit, and go as fast 
and as furthest as you can. You will never know your true 
ability until you test yourself against your limits.”

Hafiz will represent the country in Road Race & Time Trial 
events, “I am targeting a medal in this Games, be it Gold, 
Silver or Bronze, I will give my best for a podium 
placement. The next tournament I am targeting is the 
2018 Asian Games and Olympics 2020. I hope to go far in 
this field.”





















Prof. Dato’ Dr. Mazliham Mohd Su’ud signing the agreement with his 
counterpart from the Ministry of Higher Education and French Research

Nice, FRANCE, May 24 - UniKL continues to boost its ties with key strategic partners in France as the 
Ministerial visit witnessed the establishment of three more important MOA’s mainly between UniKL and the 
Ministry of Higher Education and French Research, UniKL and Conservatoire national des arts et Métiers 
(CNAM). Under the agreement, the French ministry will continue its commitment in sponsoring French 
specialists to serve and impart their expertise at UniKL MFI. 



UniKL STRENGTHENS TIES WITH THALES, THE WORLDS’ LEADING 
ELECTRONICS SPECIALIST
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